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Excerpted from “Humanities Indicators” from the American Academy of Arts & Sciences;
P y

See: https://www.amacad.org/binaries/hum_ report_ card.pdf)

The humanities—including the study of languages, literature, history, jurisprudence, philosophy,
comparative religion, and ethics—are disciplines of memory and imagination, telling us where we
have been and helping us envision where we are going. They provide the knowledge, skills, and
understanding we need to thrive in a twenty-first-century democracy. They equip us for leadership
in an interconnected world and help foster a society that is innovative, competitive, and strong.

Houw are they faring? This report card provides a snapshot of where the humanities are today—
their value to American society, their continuing vitality, and at the same time, the many challenges

they currently face.
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The percentage of high
school students taking world
history courses increased by

43%

over the past 20 years.
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On a recent international
assessment, the United
States ranked 10th in high
school students’ reading
proficiency.

SIGNS OF HEALTH
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Between 2000 and 2009,

humanities majors scored

0/
I
higher on the Graduate
Management Admission

The number of adults and children
participating in programs sponsored
by public libraries increased

12%

from 2006 to 2010.

Test than business majors.

CHALLENGES

Only a tiny fraction of
college students learn
languages critically needed
for international security and
global competitiveness.

1991 1996 2001 2006

The gap between average math and
verbal scores on the SAT is growing.






